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quotations from Pliny and Rollin's "Ancient
History;" Mrs. Adams signs herself Portia ;
the vessels which carry the letters are the
Apollo, the Juno, and the Minerva; and
classical allusions constitute a good share of
such playfulness as may be found.

The "judgment with which Webster made
his reading selections largely from American
sources was not the result of a mere Anglo-
phobia ; it was the product of an ardent,
hopeful patriotism trained within narrow
provincial bounds. Webster was not old
enough to have been much under the im-
pression of the English rule in America, and
his days had been spent in farming villages
where the traditions were little affected by
foreign life, or in a college which jumped
over intermediate centuries to find models
in Eoman antiquity. His education, mean-
ing by that the cultivation of his powers
by what were literary or circumstantial in-
fluences, had made him quite exclusively
an American and a republican; when he
began to give expression, therefore, to his
mind, he was unimpeded and unstirnulated
by anything outside of the horizon of his
frugal life; he was not so much opposed